
Passage 1: 2 Nephi 4:17-35
17. Nevertheless, notwithstanding the great goodness of the Lord, in showing me his great and marvelous works, 
my heart exclaimeth: O wretched man that I am! Yea, my heart sorroweth because of my flesh; my soul grevieth 
because of mine iniquities.
18. I am emcompassed about, becuase of the temptations and the sins which do so easily beset me.
19. And when I desire to rejoice, my heart groaneth because of my sins; nevertheless, I know in whom I have 
trusted.
20. My God hath been my support; he hath led me through mine afflictions in the wilderness; and he hath pre-
served me upno the waters of the great deep.
21. He hath filled me with his love, even unto the consuming of my flesh.
22. He hat confounded mine enemies, unto the causing of them to quake before me.
23. Behold, he hath heard my cry by day, and he hath given me knowledge by visions in the night-time.
24. And by day have I waxed bold in mighty prayer before him; yea, my vocie have I sent up on high; and angels 
came down and ministerd unto me.
25. And upon the wings of his Spirit hath my body been carried away upon exceedingly high mountains. And 
mine eyes have beheld great things, yea, even too great for man; thereforeI was bidden that I should not write 
them.
26. O then, if I have seen so great things, if the Lord in his condescension unto the children of men hath visited 
men in so much mercy, why should my heart weep and my soul linger in the valley of sorrow, and my flesh waste 
away, and my strength slacken, because of mine afflictions?
27. And why should I yield to sin, because of my flesh? Yea, why should I give way to temptaitons, that the e vil 
one have place in my heart to destroy my peace and afflict my soul? Why am I angry because of mine enemy?
28. Awake, my soul! No longer droop in sin. Rejoice, O my heart, and give place no more for the enemy of my 
soul.
29. Do not anger again because of mine enemies. Do not slacken my strength because of mine afflictions. 
30. Rejoice, O my heart, and cry unto the Lord, and say: O Lord, I will praise thee forever; yea, my soul will re-
joice in thee, my God, and the rock of my salvation.
31. O Lord, wilt thou redeem my soul? Wilt thou deliver me out of the hands of mine enemies? Wilt thou make 
me that I may shake at the appearance of sin?
32. May the gates of hell be shut continually before me, because that my heart is broken and my spirit is contrite! 
O Lord, wilt thou not shut the gates of thy righeousness before me, that I may walk in the path of the low valley, 
that I may be strict in the plan road!
33. O Lord, wilt thou encircle me around in the robe of thy righteousness! O Lord, wilt though make a way for 
mine escape before mine enemies! Wilt thou make my path straight before me! Wilt thou not place a stumbling 
block in my way- but that thou wouldst clear my way before me, and hedge not up my way, but the ways of mine 
enemy.
34. O Lord, I have trusted in thee, and I will trust in thee forever. I will not put my trust in the arm of flesh; for I 
know that cursed is he that putteth his trust in the arm of flesh. Yea, cursed is he that putteth his trust in man or 
maketh flesh of his arm.
35. Yea, I know that  God will give liberally to him that asketh. Yeah, my God will give me, if I ask not amiss; 
therefore I will left up my voice unto thee; yea, I will cry unto thee, my God, the rock of my righteousness. Be-
hold, my voice shall forever ascend up unto thee, my rock and mine everlasting God. Amen. 



Passage 3: Ether 3:1-3
1. And it came to pass that the brother of Jared, (now the number of the vessels which had been prepared was 
eight) went forth unto the mount, which they called the mount Shelem, because of tis exceeding height, nad did 
molten out of a rock sixteen small stones; and tehy were white and clear, even as transparent glass; and he did 
carry them in his hands upon the top of the mount, and cried again unto the Lord, saying: 
2. O Lord, thou hast said that we must be encompassed about by the floods. Now behold, O Lord, and do not 
be angry with thy servant because of his weakness before thee; for we konw that thou art holy and dwellest in 
the ehavnes, and that we are unworthy before thee; because of the fall our natures have become evil continually; 
nevertheless, O Lord, though hast given us a commandment that we must call upon thee, that from thee we may 
recieve according to our desires.
3. Behold, O Lord, thoug hast smitten us because of our iniquity, and hast driven us forth, and for these many 
years we have been in the wilderness; nevertheless, thou hast been merciful unto us. O Lord, look upon me in 
pity, and turn away thine anger from this thy people, and suffer not that they shall go forth across this raging 
deep in darkness; but behold these things which I have molten out of the rock. 

Passage 2: Joesph Smith History 1:15-20
15. After I had retired to the place where I had previously designed to go, having looked around me, and finding 
myself alone, I kneeled down and began to offer up the desires of my heart to God. I had scarecely done so, when 
immediately I was seized upon by some power which entirely overcame me, and had such an astonishing influ-
ence over me as to bind my tongue so that I could not speak. Thick darkness gathered around me, and it seemed 
to me for a time as if I were doomed to sudden destruction. 
16. But, exerting all my powers to call upon God to deliever me out of the power of this enemy which had seized 
upon me, and at the very moment when I was ready to sink into despair and abandon myself to destruction- not 
to an imaginary ruin, but in the power of some actual being from the unseen world, who had such marvelous 
power as I had never before felt in any being- just at this moment of great alarm, I saw a pillar of light exactly 
over my head, above the brightness of the sun, which descended gradually until it fell upon me.
17. It no sooner appeard that I found myself delieverd from the enemy which help me bound. When the light 
rested upon me I saw two Personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing above me in the 
air. One of them spake unto me, calling me by name and said, pointing to the other- This is My Beloved Son. 
Hear Him!
18. My object of going to inquire of the Lord was to kno which of all the sects was right, that I might know which 
to join. No sooner, therefore, did I get possession of myself, so as to be able to speak, that I asked the Personages 
who stood above me in the light, which of all the secrts was right (for at this time it had never entered into my 
heart that all were wrong) - and which I should join.
19. I was answered thatI must join none of them, for they were all wrong; and the Personage who addressed me 
said that all their creeds were an abomination in his sight; that those professors were all corrupt; that: they draw 
near to me eith their lips, but their hearts are far from me, they teach for doctirnes the commandmesnts of men, 
having a form of godliness, but they deny the power thereof.”
20. He again forbade me to join with any of the; and many other things did he say unto me, which I cannot write 
at this time. when I came to myself again, I found myself lying on my back, looking up into heaven. When the 
light had departed, I had no strenth; but soon recoveinr in some defree, I went home. And as I leaned up to the 
fireplace, mother inquired what the matter was. I rep;ioed, “Never mind, all is well- I am well enough off.” I then 
said 


